
Webs to Whales Nature Tales Coral Reef Activity Book K2

© 2008 BLOCK PUBLISHING • www.blockpub.com • 1-877-558-2308 9

WHAT IS CORAL?
Coral is not a plant. It’s an animal called a polyp. A polyp has a soft body with 
tentacles at one end.  At night, the coral opens its tentacles to catch food in 
the water.  It also gets food from algae that live inside its body.

tentacles

Most coral is made of 
many tiny animals joined 
together as one.

Coral can be soft or hard. Hard coral has a hard outer skeleton. The polyp sits 
on top of the skeleton. The skeleton grows up around the soft body to protect 
it. When the polyp dies, the hard skeleton becomes part of the coral reef.

one coral polypEach circle is one polyp.
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Hard corals come in many different shapes, sizes, and colors. 
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Soft corals have a fl exible skeleton that bends.  


